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No. 1 


CONSTRUCTION OUTLOOK GOOD FOR 1947 


Much better value for the home builder’s dollar is in prospect for the spring and summer of 1947, according 
to L. M. Cassidy, Vice President for Sales, Johns-Manville Corporation. 
“The real trend in construction costs actually started down around July, 1946, according to industry econo- 


mists,” 


Mr. Cassidy said. “A lower building costs level is now in prospect for the spring of 1947, and this should 


enable prospective builders and home buyers to proceed now on delayed plans because the downward adjustment 


in building costs will already have taken 


plsee by spring.” 

Mr, Cassidy said that 1947 might well 
register as one of the biggest peacetime 
construction years cn recerd, with twice 
as many homes completed es in 1946. In- 
dications are, he said, that a possible cause 
for delays in 1947 might come from a 
shortage of skilled workers rather than a 
lack of building materials. Better values 
will come from quicker construction, eli- 
mination cf any black market prices, a 
better organized distribution of materials 
and increased efficiency of workers, de- 
spite wage increases and higher costs of 
some materials. 


The excessive costs of building during 
1946, he said, were forced on the public 
by disorganization due to unrealistic gov- 
ernmental controls of industry, many of 
which have now been lifted. As many 
of the reasons for excessive costs have 
disappeared, the trend of real building 
costs is downward and is or will be in the 
spring, at a much lower level from which 
point it is possible that it may start to 
rise. 


Mr. Cassidy pointed out that the pros- 
pect of lower building costs in 1947 might 
vanish and, in fact, costs might rise sharp- 
ly, if a wave of strikes or sharply in- 
creased wage levels disorganize our na- 
tional industrial pattern. 

“The light construction industry boomed 
in 1946, although in the most lop-sided 
fashion in its history. In May 1946, a 
larger dollar volume of contracts for total 
construction was awarded than in any 


month on record except in 1942 when the 
building of war plants and military pro- 


jects raised construction to an all time 
high. But this dollar volume represented 
a low physical volume of building be- 
cause of the excessive costs, 

“The apparent construction ‘boom’ in 
1946, was in reality a ‘dollar’ boom at in- 
flated costs, and it is therefore not sur- 
prising that the National Housing Agency 
was only able to report 110,000 permanent 
new dwelling units both started and fin- 
ished in the first eight months of the 
year,” Mr. Cassidy said. 

“The construction industry has been 
only partially freed from its fetters. Price 
control has been taken off building mate- 
rials which helps greatly, but it was only 
on December 14, that the President an- 
nounced the apparent end of the $10,000 
dwelling ceiling. “Furthermore, nothing 
has as yet been accomplished in the ad- 
justment of rent control. Capital will not 
flow into rental housing in an ample 
volume as long as building costs and 
maintenance expenses are far above pre- 
war, wheres the income from rents has 
been allowed to rise only a small fraction 
above prewar levels. Rent control on new 
dwellings should be revised upward. 

“As to rent control on existing dwellings 
until there is some substantial upward 
adjustment of rents, a very large volume 
of modernization and creation of new 
dwelling space through sub-division of 
old houses, will be deferred. 

“During 1946 the building industry 
worked against terrific handicaps,” Mr. 
Cassidy said, “The war-depleted pipelines 
of building materials had to be filled; la- 
bcr, widely dispersed in the armed ser- 
vices and war industries had to return to 


forest, factory, and building-site jobs; con- 
tractors and dealers, out of business dur- 
ing the war, had to reestablish their opera- 
tions, and realtors had to have time to 
buy and assemble land plots. 

“On top of these conditions, the Gov- 
ernment intervened, home-building be- 
came a political football, the realities of 
building industry conditions after a pro- 
longed war were swept aside by gov- 
ernment officials who had no practical 
construction experience, and the govern- 
ment set an entirely unrealistic goal of 
1,200,000 homes for 1946, the first post- 
war year. 

“The result of these conditions,” Mr. 
Cassidy said, “was that on nearly every 
construction job, the contractor ran short 
of some necessary material preventing him 
from finishing the job; his expensive la- 
bor stood idle, sharply reducing output 
per man hour and correspondingly con- 
tributing to increasing construction costs; 
labor hoarding developed; black markets 
appeared in scarce building materials; 
building costs generally rose excessively; 
the elapsed time between starting and fin- 
ishing a house which is normally about 
3 to 4 months widened to 7 to 10 months. 

During this unsettled period Johns- 
Manville, large producer of building mate- 
rials, insulations and allied industrial 
products, stepped up production of asbes- 
tos shingles, asbestos-cement flexboard, 
rock wool home insulation and other badly 
needed building materials until double 
the rate of pre-war production in 1940 
was achieved, Mr. Cassidy said. Johns- 
Manville production of insulating board, 

(See GASSIDY, Page 4) 
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Fur Store Or Museum? 

In his column, “Fired at Random”, in 
the Grand Rapids Press, Roger Allen re- 
ports on his recent attendance at a two- 
day ccnference on Museums in Chicago, 
along with Frank DuMond, Director of 
the Grand Rapids Public Museum and 
Paul Flanagan, AIA, one of Allen’s as- 
sociates. Says Allen, the Grand Rapids 
Museum came in for a lot of discussion be- 
cause of the argument over whether a 
museum should be placed right on the 
street line, with show windows to attract 
passers-by, or set back in a landscaped 
park. Three out of four officials and ar- 
chitects voted for show windows, as the 
Grand Rapids Museum has. This pleased 
DuMond, because it was his idea. It also 
pleased Allen, because he was the architect. 


However, Allen felt constrained to re- 
veal that Robert D. Starrett, Museum 
Curator of the Indiana Department of 
Conservation reported that last summer 
his secretary visited Grand Rapids, but 
said that she did not see the Grand Rapids 
Museum. Upon being shown a picture of 
the building, she exclaimed, “Oh, is that 
a museum? I saw it but there were some 
animals in the window and I though it 
was a fur store.” 


Office Space Available 
Architect will share office space with 
other architect or engi :. New office in 
northwest section. Total suite consists of 
three reoms, 500 square feet, with drafting 
room for five tables. Available February 
1. Telephone Redford 6528. 
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Careful planning results in ideal illumina- A N A X | 0 M 


tion in the Taft School of Ferndale 
(Michigan). Twelve luminaires are used in 


this sight-saying classroom, producing 
forty foot-candles for students with sub- 


normal vision. 


Good lighting is essential to good schooling. That’s why modern 
classroom lighting is carefully planned to provide the best 
possible aid to study. Every effort is made to keep that lighting 
at top efficiency, because educators—as well as architects and 
engineers—know that good marks and good eyesight depend 
on it. 


Your specifications for schoolrooms should include luminaires 
that are easy on the eyes . . . that afford high levels of illumination 
without distracting or harmful glare. The Lighting Division of 
the Detroit Edison Company will be glad to assist you in your 
plans. Just get in touch with your nearest Edison office. 


The DETROIT EDISON Co. 
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transite asbestos-cement pipe and con- 
duit, in heavy demand by the construc- 
tion indust was increased by 50 per- 
cent in 1946 over the pre-war 1940 rate 
of production. 

Among the principal reasons for the 
increased production of these materials of 
Johns-Manvilie plants, he said, was the 
growing stability of the company’s labor 
relations, an attendant increase in worker 
productivity and an improvement in 
available manpower. 

Johns-Manville also engaged in a $50 
million expansion and improvement pro- 
gram which will increase factory floor 
space by 42 percent and provide 25 per- 
cent greater employment than in the 
company’s peacetime year of greatest em- 
ployment 

“Present uncertainty as to the future 
of industrial expansion will be eliminated 
and apparent backlogs will become real 
orders as soon as the flow of goods gets 
more nearly in balance and the forces of 
competition come into play,” Mr. Cassidy 
said. 

“During the war many firms which 
were not in important industry positions 
built themselves up through government 
emergency contracts to the point where 
they are in post-war competition with old- 
line companies in many fields.’ Mr. Cas- 
sidy said. 

“Those industries which can spend 
money and expand now have an excel- 
lent opportunity to improve their business 
position. Every company, both old and 
new, will be engaged in a vigorous com- 
petition for markets, and particularly must 
the older companies build and expand not 
only to meet the competition from the 
war-strengthened newer companies but to 
maintain the progress which they demons- 
trated before the war in producing more 
and better goods for the public for less 
money. 

Mr. Cassidy pointed out that in this 1947 
competition for markets, industrial re- 
search programs will play a most im- 
pertant role. During 1946 many companies 
including Johns-Manville announced plans 
for expanded research facilities to help 
meet the consumer’s demands for less 
expensive, more efficient goods. 

“We are now entering one of the most 
dynamic phases our industrial economy 
has ever seen,” said Mr. Cassidy, “we can 
anticipate a rapid obsolescence of machin- 
ery and methods, as this country’s indus- 
tries install new machinery and adopt new 
methods of manufacture to capture their 
markets.” 

“Particularly due to the unprecedented 
rise in production costs, a wave of in- 
creased mechanization and industrial plant 
stream-lining has become almost a vital 
necessity to keep prices within consumer 
buying limits. 
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Plastic-Glaze the Post 
War Glazing Com- 
pound to specify. 
Made from bodied 
oils and special pig- 
ments Weatherometer 
tests prove that Plasti- 
Glaze properly 
applied and maintained 
will last as long as the 
sath. Dries rubbery 
hard, not rock hard, 
easy to apply, easy to 
remove. 
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For long life, weather and airtight glazing use 
America’s Leading Glazing Compound — Plasti- 
Glaze. 
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Above is reproduction of will of Mrs. 
Anna Waugh, of Battle Creek, written on 
a paper bag and witnessed by Frank H. 
Wright. 


Architect Witness to 
Paper Bag Will 

Frank H. Wright, AIA, of Detroit, was 
witness to a “paper bag” will, which 
created nation-wide interest recently. The 
will was written on a paper bag by Mrs. 
Anna Waugh, of Battle Creek, on last Jan- 
uary 6, only two weeks before her death. 
It bequeathed “all of my personal posses- 
sions” to Mrs. LaNell Miller, of Detroit, 
an acquaintance of but a few weeks. It 
was recently upheld in court at Battle 
Creek. Mrs. Waugh, who died last Jan- 
uary 20, left an estate of about $18,000. 

Although nine other wills were intro- 
duced, this one was upheld as the last one 
she made. It contained the signatures of 
two witnesses, whereas some of the others 
were not witnessed at all. 
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" Ellington Sees 
Opportunities in Caribbean 
Harold S. Ellington, of Harley, Elling- 
ton and Day, Inc., Architects and Engin- 
eers, of Detroit, just returned from a trip 
to the Caribbean countries, reports that 
wonderful business opportunities are open 
to Americans in the Dominican Republic 
Puerto Rico and neighboring countries. 


Business 


“The best managed businesses in Puerto 
Rico are held by Americans,” he said. “The 
largest activities are in the raising of 
coconuts and sugar cane and in the dis- 
tillation of rum. There also are many ce- 
ment, glass, paper and wood working 
plants and steel fabricating shops. 

“A tremendous opportunity is offered in 
read construction, as there are no paved 
roads. 

“The few narrow roads, with light bridg- 
es, are inadequate for automobiles. A good 
road program for Puerto Rico would in 
time increase the demand for American 
automobiles and tractors.” 

Moreover there are in Puerto Rico un- 
limited possibilities in housing, sewage 
construction, the building of hotels to ac- 
commodate the ever growing tourist trade 
and in many other fields of enterprise, 
says Ellington. 

The Dominican Republic because of its 
larger area (about the size of West Vir- 
ginia) and population offers even greater 
opportunities. Although economically less 
dependent on the United States, it shows 
a more progressive spirit. 

While the Dominican Republic is not a 
dictatorship in the European sense, Presi- 
dent Rafael Leonidas Trujillo holds almost 
unlimited power. His government owns 
the meat packing industry, hotels, commu- 
nications and utilities. 

There is no income tax. The state’s 
principal source of revenue comes from 
import duties. The high tariff naturally 
limits the import of American goods. The 
import of machinery however is duty-free. 

Despite this control, the Trujillo gov- 
ernment is conscious of its undeveloped 
resources in agriculture, mining, fruit 
growing and trade, and would welcome 
American capital. The government is now 
carrying on a vast program of slum clear- 
ing and public health. 

“American energy and 
eagerly sought and encouraged by the 
government,” Ellington remarked. “Be- 
cause of low wages, the country would 
hardly be a suitable market for American 
labor, but it is a place worthy of the ef- 
forts of American investment capital.” 
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33rd CONVENTION TO BE FULL-SCALE 


At Morton Hotel, Grand Rapids, March 7 and 8, 1947 


The Michigan Society of Architects’ Thirty-Third Annual Convention is scheduled to be held at the Morton 
Hotel in Grand Rapids on March 7 and 8, 1947. This will be the first full-scale Convention of the Society since be- 


fore the recent war. 


Because of restrictions in wartime, only one-day annual meetings were held in Detroit. 


It has been some 


years since the Convention was held outside of Detroit, and it is appropriate that this one be held in the Furniture 


Capital of the World. Roger Allen, So- 
ciety president, will retire after serving 
two terms, and an outstanding job he has 
done. 

Allen’s home city of Grand Rapids has 
always outdone itself in putting on a won- 
derful convention, and certainly this one 
will be no exception. There is much of 
interest for architects in Grand Rapids, 
being as it is a center of design for in- 
teriors, decoration, furniture, retail stores 
and seating, as well as in many other re- 
spects. There will be an important ex- 
hibition of architectural work at the con- 
vention, and in connection with the Grand 
Rapids Home Show which will be current 
at the Civic Auditorium all that week. 
A speaker of national standing will be 
engaged and other details will be in keep- 
ing with the old-time schedule of the So- 
ciety’s Annual Conventions. 

We are calling upon all committee chair- 
men to submit their annual reports by 
February 1, in order that they may be 
included in the special number of the 


Weekly Bulletin. This is always a diffi- 
cult matter, as architects are generally 
busy people and cannot always find time 
to take care of these extra-curricular 
duties, to meet a deadline. Your coopera- 
tion will be appreciated. Herewith is a 
list of Committees: 


Michigan Society of Architects 
Committees 
Appointed 1946-1947 
ROGER ALLEN, President 


In each case the first committee member 
named is CHAIRMAN. 
MEMBERSHIP: 

George M. McConkey, Ann Arbor 

Talmage C. Hughes, Detroit 

Arthur K. Hyde, Detroit 

Emil G. Zillmer, Grand Rapids 

Clarke E. Harris, Lansing 

Randall Wagner, Kalamazoo 

John MacKenzie, Flint 

James Spence, Saginaw 

George Bachman, Flint 


(including 


PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE: 
and 


activities with State Registration 
schedule of charges) 

Leo M. Bauer, Detroit 

LaVern J. Nelson, Bay City 

Carl Kressbach, Jackson 

Edward E. Valentine, Muskegon 

Peter VanderLaan, Kalamazoo 

Henry F. Stanton, Detroit 

Thomas H. Hewlett, Detroit 

Samuel Allen, Saginaw 

James K. Haveman, Grand Rapids 
RELATIONS WITH THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY: 

George F. Diehl, Detroit 

Walter E. Lentz, Detroit 

Ralph E. Seeger, Grand Rapids 

St. Clair Pardee, St. Johns 

Charles M. Norton, Grand Rapids 

Clarence Merrill, Saginaw 

Donald Kimball, Saginaw 

George S. Hawes, Flint 
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The NEW Dry Ready Mixed 


GIBRAL” 


Fair Avenue West 
Telephone TOwnsend 8-0045 


GIBRALTAR ALL PURPOSE CONCRETE 


"The all-purpose ready mixed dry concrete’—a scientifically prepared mixture of dehydrated sand 
and gravel with cement to obtain the maximum sire 


GIBRALTAR BRICK-SET MORTAR 


Brick Mortar Contains Everything 


ath. 


“SPECIFY SIBRALTAR FLOORS’ 


AR 


ee 


FLOORS INC. 


Detroit, Mich 
lephonelQypsend 8-0044 


YAN 15 1gp ! 


O. W. BURKE CO. 


GENERAL CONTRACTOR 


FISHER BUILDING 


MAdison 0810 Detroit, Mich 


UNiversity 2-3413 


DARIN and ARMSTRONG 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
2011 FENKELL AVENUE 


DETROIT 


H. H. Dickinson Co. 


COMPLETE BUIL DERS SUPPLIES 
mored € rbing 


5785 Hamilton Avenue 


ASPHALT 
Madison 4950 


Glanz & Killian Co. 


Contractors 
PLUMBINC HEATING NTILATING 
FIRE PROTECTION SPRINK YSTEM 


1761 West Forest Avenue TEmple 1-7820 


Cadillac 4890 


F. H. MARTIN 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 


955 E. Jefferson Ave Detroit, Michigan 


Murray W. Sales & Co. 


Wholesale 
snd HEATING 
Flint — DETROIT — Pontiac 


PLUMBING SUPPLIES 


801 W. Baltimore MAdison 4200 


Colorful Brick 

For Permanence 
Tile For Beauty 
and Economy 


BELDEN-STARK 
BRICK CO. 


142305 Livernois Detroit 4 
HOgarth 1331 - 1332 - 1333 


DARDS 


Dinner Meeting, Detroit Chapter, A. I. A. 
Rackham Memorial Building, 100 Farnsworth Avenue, Detroit 
Thursday, January 23, 1947 
Board Meeting 4:00 p. m., — Dinner 6:30 — Program 8:00 
Speaker: Mr. James R. Edmunds, Jr., FAIA, 
Institute of Architects 
“The Architects’ Position Under Present Conditions.” 


Alexander C. Robinson, III, FAIA, Sec- 
FAIA, State Asso- 


President, The American 


Subject: 

Also in attendance will be Mr. 
retary of The A.I.A., and our own Branson V. Gamber, 
ciation Director of The Institute. 


Ceco Aluminum-Frame Storm 


Windows for Metal Casements 

Ceco Aluminum-Frame Storm Win- 
dows for metal residence casements pro- 
vide complete inside coverage of the case- 
ment, including fixed lights and operative 
ventilators. Suitable dead air space is 
provided for insulation between the case 
ment unit and the storm sash panels. 

When in place, these storm windows al- 
low full operation of the casement ven- 
tilators. If desired, a controlled ventila- 
tor may be included in the storm panel, 
as shown on the left-hand panel in the 
accompanying photo 

These storm windows are easily installed 
from the inside by use of efficient storm 
sash fasteners, in a manner similar to the 
attachment of Ceco Metal-Frame Screens 
The panels are light and easily stored for 
the summer in the same minimum space 
used for winter storage of metal frame 
screens. 

Ceco Storm Windows are precision made 
of extruded aluminum construction. Rub- 
ber weathering seal around the perimeter 
of the storm sash frame is furnished. 

Ceco Aluminum-Frame Storm Windows 
are glazed at the factory with double 
strength glass throughout. They are manu- 
factured by Ceco Steel Products Corpora- 
tion, General Offices: 5701 West 26th 
Street, Chicago 50, Ill, and Plumbing, Heating and Air Conditioning Supplies 
through Ceco's dealers, sales offices and =. aa EME ag 
2604 FOURTH AVE "Phone RA. 4162 


NELSON COMPANY 


available 


warehouses coast to coast. 
WANTED—A-1 experienced architect- 
ural and structural men who can handle 
work from sketches to completion. Inform 
fully as to education, experience, age, 
salary requirement and all other perti- 
nent data. No junior draftsmen required 
—Harley, Ellington & Day, Inc., Arch 
tects and Engineers, 1507 Stroh Bldg., De- 
troit 26, Mich. Telephone RAndolph 7080. 


Royal Oak — Grosse Pointe — Ann Arbor 


N. H. MALOW CO. 


CARPENTRY 


439 PENOBSCOT BUILDING 
RAndolph 5500 DETROIT 26, MICH 


Safety and Beauty 


Telephone LAfayette 1316 


MIDWEST FIBERGLAS FABRICATORS 


with FIREPROOF decorative fabrics woven of... 


Fiberglas yarns 


2638 PORTER ST. DETROIT 


WEEKLY BULLETIN 


Airport Conference 

fhe type of terminals to be constructed 
for the rapidly expanding air transport in- 
dustry will be discussed at a dinner meet- 
ing of the Chicago chapter. American In- 
stitute of Architects, to be held at the 
Builders’ Club, 1228 N. La Salle St., Chica- 
go at 6:30 p.m. on February 4, 1947 

The program will take the form of a 
panel discussion, conducted by A. F. Heino, 
United Air Lines architect and member of 
the program committee of the Chicago 
chapter. Members of the panel will be 
Howard L. Cheney, Chicago architect and 
designer of the Washington National air- 
port terminal building; G. Meredith Mu- 
sick of Denver, architect for the new Den- 
ver terminal building; and Henry R. Shep- 
ley, member of the Boston firm of Cool- 
idge, Shepley, Bulfinch and Abbott, archi- 
tects for the new Boston airport terminal 

Heino, chairman of the Airline Archi 
tects’ Committee at Denver and vice-chair- 
man of the Boston committee, said the 
principal addresses would be followed by 
a question period and a viewing of draw- 
ings of the projects currently being 
planned by the panel members. A paper 
will also be read from Graham R. Daw- 
barn, R.LB.A., British architect 

In commenting on the meeting, Heino 
said: 

“The subject of airline terminals is of 
vital importance today, as millions of dol- 
lars will be spent in the next few years 
providing facilities to accommodate the 
increasing numbers of air travelers.” 


Gas-fired deep fat fryers in the gleaming modern 
kitchen of the Detroit Athletic Club. 


Boilers on Roof 


Two huge boilers of 25,000 square feet 
each manufactured by the Pacific Boiler 
Division, United States Radiator Corpora- 
tion will be installed on the roof of the 
18-story Kirby Building in Dallas, Texas, 
abcut mid-January in a unique departure 
from ordinary heating techniques. 


Steam in this instance will be fed down 
instead of up, the customary procedure. 
A large fan will be installed on the roof to 
create an induced draft, thus eliminating 
the usual chimney. 

Long dependent upon an adjacent build- 
ing for waste steam, and housing A. Harris 
& Company, outstanding department store 
and fashion center, the Kirby Building had 
no space for the customary installation of 
boilers in its basement because of rental 
value. A second basement having been 
proved impractical, the consulting engin- 
eers, Zumwalt and Vinther. of Dallas 
turned their attention toward the roof, 
and found no insurmountable obstacle to 
installation of the boilers there 


The greatest obstacle presenting itself 
was the problem of hoisting. However, 
since the Pacific steel heating boiler can 
be disassembled, this problem was easily 
solved. The engineers will install on the 
building roof a beam extending 12 feet 
out over the street, and will hoist sections 
of the boiler on a trolley attached to the 
beam 


These Pacific steel heating boilers will 
then be reassembled on the roof without 


Gas is best. 


brown, crisp and delicious. 


the services of a welder and no second 
inspection will be necessary 

According to engineers’ report to United 
States Radiator Corporation, this is the 
highest such installation of boilers ever 


made 

No building codes o1 
violated in this unique installation. 

Since natural gas is the first choice for 
fuel, and oil the second, in the Southwest, 
the fuel problem and its handling was 
No extensive repiping will 
pt to connect the boilers 


regulations are 


ezsily solved 
be necessary ex 
to the existing systems. 


Builders’ & Traders’ To 
Celebrate 55th Annual 

The Builders’ and Traders’ Exchange of 
Detroit will celebrate its fifty-fifth con 
secutive annual meeting on January 21, it 
is anneunced by E Brunner, secretary- 
manager. The event will begin with a 
cocktail hour at 6:00 p. m. in the Crystal 
Ballroom of the Book-Cadillae Hotel, and 
will be continued with a dinner in the 
Grand Ballroom and Italian Garden at 
7:00 p. m. 

The program, starting at 9:00 p. m., will 
be presided over by G. K. Chapman, Ex- 
change President, Besides entertainment 
by orchestra music and a floor show, the 
evening will be further enlivened by 
drawing for door prizes. 

The function will be informal. Ladies 
are invited. Reservations, at $7.50 per 
cover, may be made through the Exchange, 
telephone RAndolph 5-500. 


Gas is beit 
FOR DEEP-FRIED FOODS 


When the deep fat is at just the right temperature, 


deep-fried foods come out cooked to an appetizing 


The right temperature 


of the fat, as all chefs know so well, is one of the 
most important elements of deep-fat cookery. With 
Gas, temperature control is positive and certain. 
Gas, the finest cooking fuel, is sensitive to the 
finest gradations of heat, instant in action, con- 


stantly controlled . . . For all food preparation, 


MICHIGAN CONSOLIDATED GAS COMPANY 
415 Clifford, Detroit 


INDUSTRIAL 
WIRING 


Grangood Electric Service 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
2102 PURITAN UN 


POWER LIGHT 


2-4871 


FREDERIC B STEVENS !ncorporatep 


FACE BRICK A 
UNGI AZEL t 


510 THIRD ST RAndolph 5990 DETROIT 


Wolverine Stone Company 
NATURAL STONE FOR ALL 
BUILDING PURPOSES 
14290 Meyers Rd. Detroit 27, Michigan 
Telephone: HOgarth 4295 


R. D. THAYER CO. 
WATERPROOFIN 
ENGINEERS AND CONTRACTORS 


2701 Joy Road DETROIT (6) TYler 6-9626 
842 Hall St., S.E.—GRAND RAPIDS (7)—Ph. 5-5180 


Over 65 Years” 


Robert Hutton & Co. 


ROOFING AND SHEETMETAL 
CONTRACTORS 
622 FORT ST.. E. RAndolph 1073 


Koenig Coal & Supply Co. 


Certified Concrete 


INCRETE FUE A 


CAdillac 1584 


Main Office: 1486 Gratiot Ave 


Viking Sprinkler Co. 
Fire Protection Engineers & Contractors 
Automatic Sprink 


4612 WOODWARD 


TEmple 1-9604 Detroit 1 


Couse & Westphal 


General Builders 


12740 Lyndon Avenue 


HOaarth 3525 
DETROIT 


MICHIGAN 


Turner-Brooks, Inc. 


Floor Covering Contractors 
All Types Floor, Wali and Ceilings 
ASPHALT TILE LINOLEUM 
RUBBER TI CORK TILE 
CARPETS RUGS 
WINDOW SHADES VENETIAN BLINDS 
ACOUSTICAL MATERIALS 
D MOSAIC PARKAY FLOORS 
MARLITE TILE 
910- ý r Ba 
9910-20 Dexter Blvd TO. 8-2470 


Detroit, Michigan 


WOC 


GAN 


Eliel Saarinen Will Be 
Awarded Institute Medal 


The Gold Medal of The American Insti- 
tute of Architects will be awarded to Eliel 
Saarinen, FAIA, well-known architect of 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, James R. Ed- 
munds, Jr., FAIA, President of The Insti- 
tute has announced. The Medal is awarded 
in recognition of outstanding service to 
the profession of architecture, and is the 
highest honor The Institute bestows. Mr 
Saarinen has been designated to receive 
this honor by unanimous vote of The In- 
stitute’s Board of Directors in recognition 
of his outstanding achievements in the 
practice of architecture, and inspiring 
leadership in the field of architectural ed- 
ucation, Mr. Edmunds said. He is known 
throughout his profession as an architect 
of great talent, as a creative artist, and 
leading town planner. The medal 
will be presented at The Institute’s annual 
convention to be held later this year 


as a 


WANTED By Feb. 1, 
Drafismen: Architectural, Techanical, 
Plumbing, Heating and Venti'ating. — 
Charles Noble, Architect, 4484 Cass Ave., 
Detroit 1, Mich. Telephone TEmple 1-8150. 


1947, Experienced 


Open For Eng 
Architectural engineer, with 30 years ex- 
perience on structural steel and reinforced 
concrete. Box 212, Weekly Bulletin. 


Office Space Available 
Architect will share office space with 
other architect or engineer. New office in 
northwest section. Total suite consists of 
three rooms, 500 square feet, with drafting 
room for five tables. Available February 
1. Telephone Redford 6528. 


Brick of Distine lion 
Thomas Brick & Tile Co. 


MOHR 


14360 Livernois (4) TOwnsend 8-1354 


MECHANICAL 
HEAT & COLD, INC. 


AIR CONDITIONING 


Engineering Contractors 


PRECIPITRON—Air Cleaner 
Industrial Refrigeration 


Process Dehumidification 


TOWNSEND 8-9600 
12320 HAMILTON AVE., DETROIT 3 


a 


— CLASSIFIED — 
BRAUN LUMBER CORP TO. 8-0320, 
and GTRR 
- SIBLEY LUMBER COMPANY — 
__cheval Avenue, Fitzroy 5100 
RESTRICK LUMBER CO'APANY 
HOgarth 4930 


Davison 
6460 Ker 
14400 Wyoming, 


HANLEY COMPANY 
FE. F. ZERGA. Mer. 

FACE BRICK UNGLAZED FACING TILE 
FLOOR BRICK CERAMIC GLAZED TILE 
CERAMIC GLAZED BRICK FLOOR TILE 
ACID BRICK 
VE. 7-3200 


14545 Schaefer Detroit 27, Mich 


H. B. Culbertson Co. 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


2842 West Grand Blvd. 
DETROIT 2 


TRinity 2-4250 
MICHIGAN 


HOgarth 6206 


MAX KUKLA 
PAINTING CO. 
MMERCIAL & RESI 
8526 KENTUCKY ie 


ENTIAL 
DETROIT 4 


Hayes Construction Co. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


13061 East Eight Mile Road 
PRospect 0420 East Detroit 


PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS! 


CINDER 
BLOCK 


9303 Hubbell Avenue 
Bet. Chicago and Joy 


VErmont 6-5500 


INC. 
SPECIFY 


— LRONBOND — 
Products for 
Waterproofing, Hardening, Bonding. 
all, masonry t 

i iRONBOND 


MANUFACTURED, SOLD, AND APPLIED BY 


Iran Bond Products, Ine. 


77 BRIGHTON AVENUE 
DETROIT 3, MICHIGAN 
Phone UN. 1-1450 


Compressors f 
Portable 


For Rent 


All Accessories Furnished 

60 to 500 cu. ft. — By Day, Week or Month 

W. H. ANDERSON CO., INC. 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


WEEKLY BULLETIN 


MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


OUT OF THE DARKNESS 


Excerpts from an address by Louis La 
Beaume, FAIA, before the Iowa Chapter, 
AIA Summer Meeting at Davenport. 


The Muse has brought forth many way- 
ward sons. Most of us may as well con- 
fess (for we would be found out anyway) 
that we have erred and strayed from her 
ways like lost sheep. But, like all good 
mothers, she has been forebearing, at 
times even indulgent. Many of our own 
shortcomings have been compensated for 
by the behavior of our more loyal and 
billiant brothers. So perhaps she does 
not despair utterly, as she reflects that 
the majority of her progeny would like to 
be good boys even though they may not 
be very bright. 

Having sounded this note of humility, 
we may proceed to discuss calmly in the 
bosom of the family, some of our sins 
of omission and Commission. 

We may achieve Commodity and Firm- 
ness. But what of that other element in 
Sir Thomas Wooten’s definition of Archi- 
tecture? How may we achieve the ele- 
ment of Delight? 

Or do we really care to do so? 
ness, we say, comes before pleasure. 


Busi- 


Apparently there are many among us, 
and they argue quite plausibly, to whom 
this element of Delight is a positive of- 
fense. The Apostles of Efficiency, like the 
Puritans of old, would seem to consider 
Comeliness a mortal Sin, and as for Beau- 
ty—well Beauty is a Harlot. We must 
not be beguiled. Too cften in the past 
the pursuit of Beauty has led us astray. 
Safer not to heed her Siren call. 

We think of the temples or the Greeks, 
the Acqueducts of the Romans, the Cath- 
edrals of France, and realize that we were 
not wrong in admiring these, for were 
they not all supreme examples of the 
Functional. Then the pontiff proceeds to 
point out the error in our thinking. He 
glibly strips the temples bare of the fig- 
ures in the pediment of their mutules and 
trygliphs, their cheneaux, the tessalated 
pattern of their pavements showing how 
vain these ornaments really are, how use- 
less from the point of view of stark ef- 
ficiency. Again he pauses and favors us 
with his dentillic smile which draws forth 
another salvo of applause, scarcely less 
violent, for there is nothing an audience, 
especially an American audience so loves 
to hear as an insult to its intelligence. 
Encouraged thus he goes on to rip off 
the pinnacles, tear down the Spires, chop 
away the carving and smash the painted 
glass of any one of our loved cathedrals. 
He lowers the roof and flattens it, and 
proudly points to his destructive handiwork 
with the bland assurance that he has done 
the fabric no harm, that it is just as use- 
ful as it ever was. 


To confine space too rigidly does some- 
That is 


thing to it which it does not like. 
why so many current planne: 
avoid corridors and interior par 
prefer to define spaces by means of chalk 
marks or lettering such as Living Area, 
Work Area, Play Area, Administration, 
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Service, etc. Where privacy, or semi-pri- 
vacy is demanded screens are suggested, 
or partial partitions, or rolling curtains, 
It will readily be seen that by this method 
greater flexibility of Plan may be secured. 
Any part of the building may slop over 
into any other part without embarrass- 
ment to the designer, however annoying 
to the occupant. In most cas the oczu- 
pant is not supposed to know any better 


Only twenty-five years ago Raymond 
Hood made the Chicago Tribune Building 
look like the Butter Tower of Rouen with 
pinnacles, gargoyles and flying buttresses 
hanging to the steel frame like baubles on 
a Christmas Tree. Saarinen’s design which 
was not used, but which had been imi 
tated many times since, pointed the way 
to a simpler treatment, more logical and 
straightforward inasmuch as it accented 
structural lines, but, even so, its plain 
sheathing or stone or marble had to be 
hung on just as Hood’s more elaborate 
carved stuff. These were among the later 
s in the field of the tall building 
yscraper. We won't dwell on the 
earlier experiments, some of which were 
plausible outwardly, but al! of which were 
false to the highest truth of organic struc- 
ture, Hood made a sort of deathbed re- 
pentance and his later work at Rocke- 
feller Center helped to win the toleration 
of the modernists. 


Certainly the illustrations of few ultra- 
modern designs suggest masonry. The 
walls might be anything from plywood to 
plasterboard, or any kind of sheeted fab- 
ric. They give the observer scarcely less 
clue to what is behind them than the old 
masonry skins. We only know that they 
must be hung to something, and that they 
are probably very light. The absence of 
reveals or shadows tells us that they are 
thin. This thinness prevents moulding or 
carving, and thus far the only relief from 
monotony is attained by alternating Areas 
of glass with areas of apparently solid 
wall; recalling the pattern of the old Dolly 
Varden layer cake, dark chocolate, white 
vanilla, pink strawberry, with which our 
grandmothers used to delight us when we 
were children. 


Admitting that we of the past genera- 
ticn abused and misused our rich vo- 
cabulary, that we were often verbose and 
incoherent; that vagrant styles were al- 
lowed to roam from the Doric Porch to 
the Gothic Dome; that Elizabethan Min- 
arets punctuated our parapets, it must be 
granted that the contemporary idiom is 
somewhat thin and dry and, therefore, 
without the means of eloquence, emotional 
expression, or definition of character. Its 
limited phrases may be adequate to convey 
the idea that here is a structure contrived 
to serve a utilitarian purpose, but when 
these same few phrases are employed 
over and over again in buildings of differ- 
ent purposes, it is difficult to know wheth- 
er we are seeing a factory, a schoolhouse, 
a court house, a hospital, a church, or a 
mortician’s dream. They all look back 
at us with the same bland and imperturb- 
able stare of rectilinear composure. The 
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little ones seem just like the pups of the 
big ones. There is a strong family re- 
semblance between the filling station and 
the village library. Except for the gasoline 
pumps in this instance, or for the blinking 
electric signs, we should be utterly con- 
founded. But who wants to go to the 
Library anyway? Haven't we been ad- 
vised to tear up the dictionary and burn 
the books? You ask a passerby which of 
those two buildings is the City Hall and 
the books? 

The invention of new language is a 
tedious and difficult enterprise. Noting 
how slowly our own Speech forms have 
evolved, realizing that their roots lie far 
back in the past and how much they owe 
to the borrowing and grafting of alien 


sounds and meanings, we ought to be 
very patient. We must lisp and stutte 
for a long time, and add to this new 


language a word or two when we can. 
Eventually it may become fluent, flexible 
and copious, full of nuances, delicacies 
and shading. 

At the moment, however, it seems in- 
adequate to express many of the emotions 
which cause the heart to beat faster. It 
lacks warmth, graciousness, exuberance, 
gusto. It must expand its lexicon to in- 
clude some terms at least suggestive of 
passion, grandeur, reverence, enthusiasm, 
blood or sweat or tears. We can confine 
our G. I's in functional barracks under 
military regulations, but when they get 
out of bounds they will make a beeline 
for the flesh pots. They will want to ex- 
perience some of the color and adventure 
of life. 

We should 


Muse 


confine the 
within the 
framework of old patterns, or the frame- 


not attempt to 
of Architecture either 
work of new prejudices. The freer she is 
allowed to be the more helpful we will 
find her. And, finally, let us all, young 
and old, remember four cardinal factors 
combined with may 
be depended upon to lead us toward a 
finer architectural expression. 


which, each other, 
These are 
Education, Experience, Reflection, Imagin- 


ation, 
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PREFAB HOUSES OF PORCELAIN ENAMEL 


The history of the development of the Lustron home is exceedingly interesting. 
that increased sales can only come about through increased product use. 


Business economics dictates 


Therefore, it is only logical that manu- 


facturers are interested in the development of their products in such ways as will broaden their markets, thereby 


providing the desired increased sales. 


American industry what it is today. 

It is this type of thinking which has 
made possible the great strides and expan- 
sion in the use of architectural porcelain 
enamel. Years of research have finally 
and successfully taken the enduring por- 
celain enamel finish common to washing 
machines, ranges, and refrigerators, and 
applied it to plumbing fixtures, clothes 
chutes for hotels, hospitals and other in- 
stitutions, bathroom interiors, and toilet 
stalls. 

Several years ago, the company pro- 
ceeded on an extensive engineering and 
development program with the view to 
erecting a completely factory pre-built 
steel building utilizing porcelain enamel 
steel as the interior and exterior walls. 
At that time the entire thinking was in 
terms of commercial and industrial build- 
ings and no homes were planned. It was 
especially desired that eye appeal play an 
important part in the engineering and de- 
velopment of such buildings. Further than 
this, it was desired that the Lustron build- 
ings be so engineered as to assure ease 
and speed of erection, and their manu- 
facture be adaptable to modern mass pro- 
duction methods. Because of their attrac- 
tiveness in design, beauty in color, dura- 
bility in finish and low cost it was antici 
pated that such structures would find im- 
mediate and wide acceptance. This belief 
was particularly based on the experience 
the company had previously obtained while 
engaged in the fabrication of porcelain- 
on-steel panels applied as the exterior 
dress finish to hundreds of gasoline sta- 
tions, stores, theatres, etc. On those al- 
ready existing structures the panels were 
applied over brick, wood or concrete 
blocks as a veneer. It was intended that 


This is the progressive long range thinking that has helped 


make 


Institute Convention To Be 
In Grand Rapids, April, °47 


The next Convention of The American 
Institute of Architec’s will Fe held at the 
Hetel Pantlind, Grand Rapids, April 29-30 
and May 1, 1947, it is anncunced by The 
Institute's Executive Committee. The Ber- 
muda Cruise did not materialize, as the 
ships under consideration will not be 
ready in time. 


the new all-steel Lustron buildings be 
so engineered as to make the porcelain 
enameled steel panels the actual walls of 
the structure. 

The company has employed 
architects to design the homes. One such 
firm is that of Roy B. Blass, AIA, and 
M. H. Beckman, AIA, of Wilmette, Ill. 

The first Lustron homes, which will be 
available in a choice of colors, will be 
built over a master foundation approxi- 
mately 32 ft. by 36 ft, will have 8 ft. 
ceilings and will be constructed in a man- 
ner which will allow considerable variation 
in room arrangement. Several plans for 
Lustron homes have been developed. One, 
for example, calls for a generous size living 
room with a connecting dinette arrange- 
ment; a kitchen; a utility room having a 
laundry tub, heating plant and hot water 
automatic storage tank; a bathroom; gen- 
erous sized bedrooms in the two bedroom 
type home and somewhat smaller sleeping 
rooms in the three bedroom home. The 
kitchen, of course, will be finished with 
ample steel cabinet space together with < 
generous amount of working room. The 


reputable 


complete plumbing fixtures such as sink, 
laundry tubs, full apron bathtub, lavatory 
and wash stand will be a part of the house 
as will be a full porcelain enameled mir- 
rored medicine cabinet. 

The framework is made up of specially 
designed steel mémbers and fabricated 
into sections 8 ft. by 8 ft. The structural 
roof members are of the truss type and 
span the width of the building. The roof 
itself is fully porcelaghfenameled, thereby 
giving it an indefinif@ life from a stand- 
point of both color and durability. The 
roof structure has been tested and found 
to meet a standard load greater than three 
times the minimum required. 

After the exterior framework and roof 
are erected, completely porcelain enam- 
eled steel panels will form the exterior 
walls of the building. These panels which 
are ready for installation the minute they 
are delivered to the site, are designed so 
that the two interlocking edges are covered 
with a specially developed resilient plastic 
gasket. This assures a water-tight, weath- 


er-tight, long lasting joining terial be- 
tween the various members exterior 
walls. Insulating material} Which is part 


of the exterior wall panels, iş- termite- 
proof and completely fire-procf. 

When the exterior of the building has 
been completed, ceiling panels are installed. 
No bearing partitions are required in the 
Lustron home. The ceiling panels are 
finished with a non-g oss porcelain enimel 
in a pleasing neutral eggshell white whi:h 
blends with any color combination. 

Radiant heating, the newest type of 


(See PREFAB—Page 3) 
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Producers Will Join With 
MSA In Annual Convention 

A good attendance of members of the 
Producers’ Council of Michigan at the 
33rd Annual Convention of the Michigan 
Society of Architects at the Morton Hotel 
in Grand Rapids, March 7-8, 1947, is fore- 
cast by Joseph F. Busse, Council President. 

Tentative plans call for leaving Detroit 
Thursday Pere Marquette 
streamliner, returning via the same route 
Saturday evening. The Convention Com- 
mittee is meeting in Grand Rapids this 
week and sub-committees will be ap- 
pointed. The Transportation Committee, 
for the Detroit delegation will undoubtedly 
special cars both going and 


evening via 


arrange for 
returning 
According to present plans, the Banquet 
will be held on Friday evening, March 7, 
and will be preceded by a cocktail hour 
It is believ that to hold the Banquet on 
Saturday evening would be unsatisfactory 
who prefer to arrive home Satur- 


day evening at a reasonable hour 

Other features of the Convention, its 
first two-day event for many years, will 
be an architectural exhibition at Grand 
Rapids Civic Auditorium, in connection 
with the Grand Rapids Home Show, a tour 
of points of interest, the usual business 
sessions and election 
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Lighting FITS when It’s Tailor Made 


Problem—to provide restful but high 
visibility for technicians watching in 
struments and a large control board. 


THE suit Fits when the cloth is cut to fit the man. So, 

too, with custom tailored lighting installations. Planned 

lighting to fit a particular need in the home, office, 

Feel free to call upon our Lighting store, or factory is more important today than ever 

Wutai ; ; before. By consulting the catalogs of leading manu- 
Division at any time. Just get in facturers, fixtures that fit the job can be selected. 


touch with your nearest Edison office. 


A Š x The lighting was definitely planned for the electrical 
There is no charge for this service. e TP celts 


control room shown here. The Ainsworth fixtures each 
containing two 40-watt lamps produce a general illu- 
mination of 35-40 fc. Contrast values along the ceiling 
are much less than the maximum 10 to 1 recommended 
for glare-free vision. Auxiliary lighting on the control 
board is provided by a row of Holophane counter 
lights recessed in the ceiling. 
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vided immediately above the porcelain 
enameled ceiling panels, the upper part of 
which is heavily insulated. In this cham- 
ber the circulation of hot air takes place 
Into this chamber hot air is forced and 
properly circulated over the entire ceiling 
area by a system of baffles to assure uni- 
form circulation. A small portion of this 
heat is directed into the chambers formed 
by the inside and outside panels of the 
exterior walls and is recirculated. The 
purpose of circulating air in these wall 
chambers is two-fold: (1) The circulation 
of air through these insulated chambers 
prevents the exterior walls from becoming 
cold. (2) Should condensation develop on 
the structural members or on the outside 
panels of the Lustron house, this 
stantly circulated and heated air elimin- 
ates this condition. Porcelain enamel on 
steel has been found ideal for hot air radi- 
ant heating because of its natural qualities 
of reacting quickly to temperature changes 
In other words, porcelain enameled steel 
will heat and cool faster than mass con- 
struction materials such as concrete, plas- 
ter, ete. Since porcelain enamel is fused 
on steel at temperatures ranging from 
1300 to 1600 degrees Fahrenheit and is 
made of mineral materials, it will not de- 
teriorate when subjected to constant heat- 
ing or changes in temperature. 
Floors of the Lustron home 
covered with apral tile. 


con- 


will be 


B & T 55th Annual 


Architects and others in the building 
industry are gathering at the Book-Cadil- 
lac Hotel in Detroit on Jan. 21 for the 
55th Annual Banquet of the Builders’ and 


Traders’ Exchange, of Detroit. Reserva- 
tions must be made in advance, through 
the Exchange, 439 Penobscot Building, 


telephone RAndolph 5-500. 
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Critical materials are not re- 
quired to erect glass block 
panels in that new plant ad- 
dition—or in replecing worn- 
out sash in existing buildings. 
Get Insulux Glass Block at 
pre-war prices—without de- 
lay. 


Cadillac Glass Co. 
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tests prove that Plasti- 
Glaze when properly 
applied and maintained 
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hard, not rock hard 
easy to apply, easy to 
remove. 


For long life, weather and air-tight glazing use 
America’s Leading Glazing Compound — Plasti 
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Above is a view of exterior of the Lus- 
tron prefab house. On facing pages are 
views of interiors, under construction and 


the finished product. 


Prefab—'-om Page | 


heating, is used in the Lustron house. Hot 
air radiant heating owes its efficiency to 
the fact that it allows the heat to be dis- 
tributed over larger areas and at lower 
temperatures than when conventional 
heating methods are employed. With 
properly radiated heat every cbject in the 
room is warmed to approximately the 
same temperature. Radiant heated houses 
require less cleaning because there are 
no dirt deposits which usually develop 
when hot air is introduced directly into 
the house. Other methods of radiant heat- 
ing are the circulation of hot water through 
copper or wrought iron pipes which are 
imbedded either in the cement of the floor 
or the plaster of the ceiling or walls. This 
system, because of the mass of materials, 
requires higher temperatures and more 
time to heat to proper temperatures before 
any radiation can start. In the Lustron 
house a chamber several inches in depth 
and the size of the entire house is pro- 
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Bonderizing® is already 
famous for assuring posi- 
tive adhesion for paint fin- 
ishes on all types of sheet metal building 
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tion for steel sash, electrical, air condition- 
ing and heating units. 
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Air Conditioning Exposition 

The Seventh International Heating and 
Ventilating Exposition, under the auspices 
of The American Society of Heating and 
Ventilating Engineers, will be held at 
Lakeside Hall, Cleveland, Ohio, January 
27 to 31, 1947. James R. Edmunds, Jr., 
FAIA, President of The American Insti- 
tute of Architects, member of the Advisory 
Committee for the Exposition, invites 
architects interested to attend 

Mr, Franklin G. Scott, President of the 
Cleveland Chapter, AIA, will provide 
tickets of admission for those desiring 
them. In his invitation. Mr. Scott state 

“The Exposition is for archi- 
tect, contractor, builder, building manager, 
owner, dealer, distributor and those con- 
templating new construction or remodeling 


engineer. 


improvements. 

“Come to this great Exposition and see 
the newest equipment available for heating, 
ventilating and air conditioning —The most 
complete, largest Exposition of its kind in 
the world. 

“Whether interested in industrial, com- 
mercial or domestic applications, here you 
will find a wealth of valuable information 
that will be helpful in the future operation 
of your business. 

“Admission to the Exposition is by regis- 
tration only, and is limited to those who 
are concerned with the purchase, installi- 
tion, use and sale of heating, ventilating 
and air conditioning equipment. Clerks, 
office boys, stenographers, high schcol stu- 
dents and persons under 19 years of age 
will not be admitted.” 
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TECTS, REALTORS, DEALERS AND 
MANUFACTURERS OF METROPOLI- 
TAN DETROIT. 


Subject: FHA Rental 
Housing Conference 

In view of the tremendous need and 
nation-wide int in the development 
of rental housing facilities for Veterans 
of World War Il, as a result of the Presi 
dent’s statement regarding the Housing 
Program for 1947, a conference of repre- 
sentatives of financial institutions and the 
building industry will be held in the Ball- 
room of the Statler Hotel, Detroit, Michi- 
gan, Monday, January 20, 1947, at p.m 

This conference is being sponsored by 
the Construction Industry Council and is 
being held in connection with a State- 
wide movement to encourage the construc- 
tion of rental proj under the FHA plan 
vided by the Veterans 


rest 


A full explanation of the details of the 
program as well a an open discussion of 
the latest changes in FHA regulations ani 
procedure will be conducted by repre- 
sentatives of this office. 

There is, in this new Housing Program 
for 1947, a definite part for you, and we 
hope that you and your will 
attend this important conference. 

Very truly yours, 
GEORGE W. ZINKY, 
State Director. 


ssociates 


Dise Is Architect of Month 

J. Ivan Dise has been named as the 
ninth local architect to be honored in the 
“Architect of the Month” series of designs 
especially prepared for Kern’s Civic Cen- 
ter for Home Planners, ninth floor of the 
Ernst Kern Co. 

“In designing a small house, economy 
in the use of space as well as material must 
of necessity be the keynote,” Dise said oi 
his design. “We have therefore planned 
this house in an effort to provide a maxi- 
mum of usable space in a minimum of 
area, using materials which are substan- 
tial and of good design, yet not too costly.” 


Chapter Dinner 
Jan. . 1947 

This is a last-minute reminder of the 
Detroit Chapter, AIA, dinner meeting at 
the Rackham Building, Detroit, Jan. 23. 
Cards for reservations are in the hands 
of members and they are asked to observe 
the deadline of 9:00 a. m. of the day BE- 
FORE the dinner—not the morning of the 
23rd. Telephone reservations or minor 
changes can be accepted only if in accord- 
ance with these rules set down by the 
management of The Engineering Society 
of Detroit. 


Wolverine Stone Company 
NATURAL STONE FOR ALL 
BUILDING PURPOSES 
14290 Meyers Rd. Detroit 27, Michigan 
Telephone: HOgarth 4295 


William T. Harms, well known in the 


building industry in Michigan, has organ- 
his l 


ized own company, known as the 
Acme-Detroit Floor Co., 
and will continue to 
serve architects 
others here in the 
stallation of heavy-duty 
industriel, spark-proof 
industrial, colored 
floors, industrial 
paving, drives, etc. 


and 
in- 


con- 


crete 


Bill is well qualified 
in this field, having 
served many years with 


Armored Floors, and 


Master Builders Co 

From 1939 to 1946 he was 

manager of the latter’ 

W. T. HARMS Detroit office He 
has been active in the Producers’ Council 


of Michigan, as Treasurer, Vice-President 
and President. 

In April, 1943, he became Lt. (j. g.) U. S 
N. R., and was promoted to Lieutenant in 
1944, serving until January, 1946. He was 
attached to a joint Army-Navy Command, 
on Coastal Defense, his activities being on 
radar, 
marine patrol and minesweeping. 


anti-sub- 
A year 
of this duty in the U. S. was followed by 


underwater detonation, 


similar service for another year in the 
European Theatre, operating out of Le 
Havre, France. Upon his return to this 


country, he was stationed at Norfolk, Va. 

as Maintenance Officer. 
Bill’s many friends will wi 

success in his new business. 


h him every 
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GRAND RAPIDS TO HAVE BOTH A.L A. 
AND M.S. A. CONVENTIONS THIS YEAR 


Society Convention, March 7 and 8 — Institute, April 29-30 and May 


Grand Rapids architects are particularly fortunate in this year of 1947, as they will be favored with both the 
State Society Convention and that of The American Institute of Architects—at least we hope they consider it that 
way. The Society Convention will be at the Morton House on March 7 and 8, while the Institute will convene at 


the Pantlind, April 29, 30 and May 1. 


An organizational meeting of the M. S. A. Convention Committee was held in Grand Rapids on January 15, 


attended by Roger Allen, Talmage Hughes, 
James Haveman, Carl Rudine, Paul Flana- 
gan, Warren Rindge, Frank Ederle and 
Ernest King. Carl Rudine has been named 
as General Chairman of the Committee 
while Ernest King will be Chairman of 
the Exhibition Committee. Frank Ederle 
is Manager of the Builders Exposition, 
which will be held in Civic Auditorium the 
entire week of the Convention. Mr. Fred 
Barr has been engaged as manager of the 
Architectural Exhibition. He will be em- 
ployed for two weeks prior to the opening. 

The architects have reserved a space 
12 x 50° which will contain drawings, 
photographs and models of recent archi- 
tectural projects. A committee of local 
architects will serve at the booth after- 
noons and evenings during the Exposition. 
The title of the architectural show will be 
“The Architect in the Modern World.” 
Some literature of an educational nature 
will be offered. It is expected that there 
will be tie-in displays at banks, depart- 
ment stores, hotels, etc. 

The Morton House is a delightful hotel 
of 400 rooms, designed by Holabird and 
Root, of Chicago. It has complete conven- 
tion facilities for a convention such as ours. 

The tentative program includes a meet- 
ing of the Board of Directors at 9:00 a. m. 
Friday, March 7, followed by business ses- 
sions Friday morning and afternoon. The 
Banquet Friday evening will be preceded 
by a cocktail party. Saturday morning 
will be given over to a visit to the exhibi- 
tion at the Grand Rapids Furniture Guild, 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN SHOULD 
SUBMIT THEIR ANNUAL REPORTS BY 
FEBRUARY 1, AS CONSIDERABLE 
TIME IS NEEDED TO PROCESS THEM 
FOR THE ANNUAL CONVENTION NUM- 
BER OF THE WEEKLY BULLETIN. 


while Saturday afternoon will be open 
house at the architectural exhibition. 

Arrangements are contemplated for a 
special car attached to the Pere Marquette 
streamliner, leaving Detroit at 5:15 p. m., 
Thursday, March 6, for the Detroit dele- 
gation. 

Some producers have asked if the Society 
will have space available for showing pro- 
ducts. There will be no organized activity 
of this kind. There may be some space at 
the Home Show, of which Mr. Frank 
Ederle is manager. His address is 200 
North Ionia Ave., Grand Rapids 2; tele- 
phone, 8-1173. Another possibility is that 
the Hotel may have space available, either 
in the lobby or on the mezzanine, where 
all meetings of the convention will be held. 
A third possibility, and one that always 
seems to be satisfactory, is for producers 
to take rooms at the hotel, set up their ex- 
hibits therein and invite the architects. 

It is hoped that the architectural exhibi- 
tion will be kept intact for the A.I.A. Con- 
vention, perhaps supplemented by addi- 
tional material, and later be sent around 
the state to be shown in various cities. 


A, G. C, Elects 

Roy E. Pickett, of Walbridge, Aldinger, 
Co., was elected president of Associated 
General Contractors of America, Detroit 
Chapter, at the Chapter’s Thirty-first An- 
nual Meeting, at the Detroit Athletic Club, 
on January 6. Other officers elected are 
W. R. Bryant, of Bryant & Detwiler, vice- 
president; H. E. Clafehn, of A. A. Albrecht 
Co., treasurer; Leet M. Denton, Denton 
Construction Co., and Boyd H. Armiger, 
F. H. Martin Construction Co., directors. 

Ralph A, MacMullan was honored on the 
oceasion of his Twenty-fifth Anniversary 
as Secretary-manager of the organization. 


Summer Convention Set 

The Michigan Society of Architects Mid- 
summer Meeting has been scheduled for 
July 28-29-30, at the Grand Hotel, Macki- 
nac Island. This makes three important 
architectural conventions for Michigan this 
year: The A.I.A., M.S.A. and the Society’s 
Summer Convention. The last named, 
while referred to as the “Little Conven- 
tion,” is in many respects the equal in 


interest and importance to the main event 
held in March. 
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The Bulletin of the Grand Rapids Chapter 
Of The American Institute of Architects. 


THE OFFICERS of the Chapter for 1947, 
elected after terrific campaigning (Senator 
Ferguson is too busy with the Bilbo in- 
vestigation to check up on the money 
spent, fortunately) are as follows: 

President, Phillip Cowles Haughey, 412 
Post Bldg., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Vice-president, Carl C. Kressbach, 408 
Wildwood Ave., Jackson, Mich. 

Secretary-Treasurer, Bernard J. DeVries, 
1907 Acorn St., Muskegon, Mich. 

Chapter Director, Clarence H. Rosa, 111 
W. Barnes Ave., Lansing, Mich. 

Director to MSA, Paul E. Flanagan, 634 
Lake Drive S. E., Grand Rapids, Mich 

Looking at these names and addresses 
reveals that the new Secretary is a nut 
from Acorn street and the new chapter 
director, licked by the housing shortage, 
is reduced to living in Barnes. Throw me 
down some hay, Clarence. The vice-pres- 
ident, a keen outdoors enthusiast, appro- 
priately inhabits the Wildwood, which 
probably gets wilder when he casts. 

AND ANOTHER thing, I notice every- 
body has a middle name except me. As I 
was meditating in my column the other 
night, the year I was born things were 
bad all over and my family did not feel 
they could afford to give me a middle 
name. It is a curious thing how few 
Americans have only a Christian name 
and a surname, with no middle name—just 
Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, 
Abraham Lincoln, Lydia Pinkham and me. 

The NEW OFFICERS are a fine group 
under whose guidance the Chapter should 
have a successful year. The meeting unan- 
imously adopted a resolution praising the 
retiring officers for the fine job they turned 
in during 1946, The Chapter is solvent, 
at a new high in membership and has 
made progress under President Rosa. 

THE JANUARY meeting will be held in 
Kalamazoo on Tuesday, January 21, and 
will be a joint meeting with the Kalama- 
zoo Institute of Arts, to share a fine pro- 
gram that the Institute has already ar- 
ranged. Louis Kingscott made the ar- 
rangements for the joint meeting. Dinner 
will be served at 6:30 p.m. in the Green 
room of the Civic Auditorium to Chapter 
members and 15 or 20 ladies and gentle- 
men of the KIA. Then we will proceed 
to the auditorium itself to hear an illus- 
trated talk on “Today’s House” by Geoorge 
Fred Keck, eminent Chicago architect. 

Says Mr. Haughey, “Mr. Keck probably 
has a different viewpoint on housebuilding 
from one Roger Allen, so we assume he 
will introduce us to even different facets 
of the problem than were presented at our 
last meeting.” Mr. Haughey said “facets,” 
probably a typographical error for “fau- 
cets.” Who wants to be introduced to a 
faucet, unless he happens to be just pass- 
ing through a brewery? This fellow 
Haughey should think these things out. 

SEND IN your return card to Herman 
Pratt, Box 671, Kalamazoo 99. (There 
we go again; Herman is living in a box. 
Things are tough all over, ain’t they?) 

—R. A. 
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Government, Industry, Labor 
Leaders to Address A. G. C. A. 
Members at Convention 


Looking ahead to an anticipated record 
breaking volume of construction activity 
in 1947, approximately 800 members will 
attend the 28th annual convention of The 
Associated General Contractors of Amer- 
ica, to be held at the Stevens Hotel in 
Chicago from January 27-30. 

Key government officials, industry and 
labor leaders have been scheduled to ad- 
dress the convention meetings. They have 
been selected to present the members with 
as wide a coverage as possible of the many 
diverse problems and prospects now con- 
fronting all phases of construction, includ- 
ing building, highways, public works, in- 
dustrial and commercial construction. The 
speakers are: 

Frank R. Creedon, National Housing Ex- 
pediter. 

Ralph Bradford, General Manager, 
Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States of America. 

Ben Moreell, President, Turner Con- 
struction Company, New York, N. Y., for- 
merly Chief, Bureau of Yards and Docks, 
U. S. Navy, who will speak on “The Post- 
War Obligations of the Construction In- 
dustry.” 

John L. Haynes, Chief, Construction 
Division, Office of Domestic Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce. His sub- 
ject will be “The Construction Materials 
Outlook for 1947.” 
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Lt. General Raymond A. Wheeler, Chief 
of Engineers, U. S. Army, whose subjects 
will be “Building a Greater America.” 

Rear Admiral J. J. Manning, Chief, Bu- 
reau of Yards and Docks, U. S. Navy, 
whose subject will be “The Navy’s Con- 
struction Program.” 

Richard J. Gray, President, Building 
and Construction Trades Department, 
American Federation of Labor. 

Thomas H. MacDonald, Commissioner, 
Public Roads Administration. 

Kenneth Markwell, Assistant Commis- 
sioner, Bureau of Reclamation. His sub- 
ject will be “A Summary of the Recla- 
mation Programs.” 

E. M. Hastings, Chief Engineer, Rich- 
mond, Fredericksburg, and Potomac Rail- 
road, and incoming President, American 
Society of Civil Engineers, 

W. A. Danner, Executive Vice-President, 
Associated Equipment Distributors. 

John C. Hayes, Hayes & Hayes, Attor- 
neys, Washington, D. C., who will speak 
on “Tax Considerations for Contractors.” 

Edward P. Palmer, Senior & Palmer, 
Inc., New York, N. Y., past president of 
the Associated General Contractors of 
America. 

New officers will be installed by the 
association during the convention. For- 
rest W. Parrott, vice-president of the C. 
F. Lytle Co, Sioux City, Iowa, has been 
nominated to succeed Warren S, Bellows 
of Houston, Texas, as president, and D. W. 
Winkelman of the D. W. Winkelman Co., 


Syracuse, N. We to fill Parrott’s present 
office of vice-president. 


Both men have outstanding records in 
the construction industry, and have par- 
ticipated actively in the work of The As- 
sociated General Contractors for many 
years. Mr. Parrott was president of the 
Iowa chapter of A.G.C. in 1935, has served 
on the Governing Board and several na- 
tional committees since 1936, and as a 
member of the Executive Committee for 
the past five years. 


His company has developed construction 
projects in most of the middle western and 
southern states. During the war it par- 
ticipated in the military program in the 
states and in Alaska, including the con- 
struction of Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., and 
the Alaska Military Highway. It is now 
working on projects in Alaska for the 
Army, Navy, Federal Housing Adminis- 
tration, and the Alaska Railroad, and in 
the states for the U. S. Engineers and 
Bureau of Reclamation. 


Mr. Winkelman, whose company en- 
gages in highway and heavy construction, 
executed many war contracts, construct- 
ing cantonments and airports, largest of 
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telephone wires and cable 


From the small one-floor house to the acres-large industrial building, the 


provision of concealed housing facilities for telephone wires and cable is 


a mark of careful, complete planning appreciated by clients, 
Such built-in facilities include shafts, distributing cabinets, rigid steel 


conduit, underfloor duct, Q-floors and other features to accommodate and 
afford access to house cable and wire. They permit concealing wires and 
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cable in walls and floors regard- 
less of the construction methods 
and materials used in the building. 

We shall be glad to help you 
plan telephone wiring facilities. 
In Detroit call CHerry 9900, Ex- 
tension 2624, and ask to have a 
telephone engineer visit your of- 
fice. Elsewhere, call the local tele- 
phone business office. THERE IS 
NO CHARGE OR OBLIGATION. 


MICHIGAN BELL 
TELEPHONE CO. 


which was s the ‘Syracuse A Air Base. 


He was president of the New York State 
Highway chapter of A. G. C. in 1941 and 
1942, a member of the national association’s 
Advisory Board in 1942 and 1943, and 
chairman of the Cooperative Construction 
Bureau Committee in 1943. He served 
as vice-chairman of the Highway Division 
in 1943 and as chairman during the next 
two years. He is a member of the Execu- 
tive Committee, the Construction Indus- 
try Advisory Committee, and the Construc- 
tion Equipment Advisory Committee. 


The interest in the convention has been 
heightened by recent predictions of a $20 
to $22 billion volume in construction activ- 
ity during 1947 by officials of the Associ- 
ated General Contractors and of the De- 
partment of Commerce. Approximately 
$15 billion of this all-time record are an- 
ticipated in new construction of all types, 
including residential and industrial build- 
ing, heavy construction and highways and 
airports. 
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Rogers Sees Full Production 


Past production records are being 
equalled or exceeded in substantially all 
lines of building materials, according to 
Tyler S. Rogers, president of the Pro- 
ducers’ Council, national organization of 
building product manufacturers. 


“Unless production is hindered by short- 
ages of raw materials or by strikes, new 
high records will be achieved in the out- 
put of all building materials and equip- 
ment during 1947,” Rogers said. 

“Many manufacturers will need addi- 
tional plant facilities and record quanti- 
ties of raw materials to keep pace with 
the high demands of the future. 

“Increases in prices of building products 
since the removal of price ceilings have 
been surprisingly moderate, averaging only 
about 15 per cent, and are well below the 
former black market prices which ranged 
as high as 100 per cent over official price 
ceilings. Most increases in materials prices 
have been the result of upward adjust- 
ments in prices of standard lines, produc- 
tion of which was held down by inade- 
quate ceilings which did not recognize 
higher raw material and wage costs. 

“In many cases, these price rises are 
temporary, having been brought about by 
interrupted supplies of raw materials and 
component parts, uncertainty as to wage 
levels, low productivity of plant workers, 
and inexperience of new workers. 

“As these abnormal conditions disap- 
pear, competition between manufacturers 
of alternate materials and between manu- 
facturers of similar products will force 
prices down. The rise in building mater- 
ial prices still is less than the average rise 
in commodity prices. 

“The winter slack in on-site construction 
is giving materials dealers their first 
chance to build up inventories, and unless 
strikes or raw-materials shortages inter- 
fere with production or distribution, deal- 
ers should be able to meet an enormous 
Spring demand for materials in the normal 
prewar manner. 

“Relief from impractical and poorly ad- 
ministered governmental controls, which 
created black-market prices and contribu- 
ted to low productivity on the part of 
labor, will permit lower building costs in 
1947 if materials production proceeds with- 
out undue interruption. 

“The construction industry plans to 
build a million or more new dwelling 
units during the year 1947, at costs which 
are expected to average 15 to 20 per cent 
below 1946 peaks. This volume of new 
houses at more normal value levels will 
undoubtedly deflate abnormally high prices 
for existing houses.” 

“Despite the increase in materials sup- 
plies, and the removal or modification of 
many government controls and restrictions, 
there remain many obstacles to the com- 
pletion of maximum construction of all 
types during 1947,” said Mr. H. F. Foreman. 
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